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Menirs of: George Barrington, | 
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: HE attention of the public has been, for FC" ears 
1 paſt, fixed, in a particular manner, on GEO GE 
BARRINGTON; the principal events of whoſe lite form 
the ſubject of the following ſheets: and, indeed, ſince 
the days of Jonathan Wild, ne man, of the deſcription 
of thoſe whoſe names generally grace the Newgate Calen- 
dar, ſeems to have deſerved public notice | fo much as he 
does. He certainly poſſeſſes talents, which, had they been 
properly directed, and prudently conducted, on his firſt 
ſetting out, might have enabled him to make a INE 
ed figure either in the line of literature or in the line of 
bu But having, early in life, made one falſe ſtep, 
and that followed 2 a ſeries of baſe actions, we ſee him ad- 
vance  progreffively in the career of guilt and diſgrace, we. 
until 1 ſenſibility of the difference between right ane 15 
wrong, honour and ſhame, was obliterated in his mind. 9 
and all ſenſe of morat obligation had totally periſhed in bis . 
breaſt; becoming thus not only inferior to a man witaout . 9 
feeling or affections, but . than a beaſt of the foreſt. e 
without inſtinct. e 
' The perſon ſo well known, in this . by the name 0 
of GrokGE BARHINO To, and ſo unfortunately diſtin - "Yang 
guiſhedin it as a pick-pocket, was born about the year 1753 _ 1 
at a village called Maynooth, in the county of Kildare in; 
Ireland. His father, Henry Waldron, was 3 working 
filverſmith; and his mother, whoſe maiden name was 
Naiſh, exerciſed the trade ofa mantua-maker, and occaſio- 
nally practiſed midwifery in the neighbourhood in which ſhe 
lived; where her character, as well as that of her huſband, . 
ſtood high for integrity and induſtry. But, thou htheirhoneſ- © 8 
y was unimpeached, and their inJuſtry, as well as their tem 
perance, exemplary, they were never able to extricate them- | | 
elves from the ſtate of abject poverty, in which they were 
unk, in conſequence ofalaw-ſuit, imprudent] commenced . 
and unſkilfull conducted, againſt a po yeriul and wealthy 
PR Whom mer unſuccebeully ſued for a ſum of money, 
. ts 
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to which they conceived themſelves. to be legally intitled. 
Pe indigence of their circumſtances did — them 
to improve, by a liberal education, the excellent talents 

which their fon George derived from nature, andwhich 
micovered themſelves in him at a very early age. They, 
pbowe rer, contrived to bave him taught to read and write, 


dad be was, by a neighbouring furgeon, iaſtructed in 


w 


i common arithmetic, the elements of geography, and the 
. pinie of grammar J 
475 | "When he entered on the ſixteenth year of his age, he 


was roticed and patronized by Dr, C, of Leixlip, in the 
| | . county of Dublin, a dignitary in the church of teeland, 
V ancancient and Nufirious family, and ample forrane. 
Through che iñtereſt of this reſpectable clergyman, young 
Waldren was placed at a free grammar-ſchool in the friffi 
© - - Capital, where his patron propoſed he ſhould fit himſelf for 
[2 theuniverſity: a theatre on which he hoped, from the ge- 
|» mijusdiſeoveres by him at an eatly period of hjs life, he might, 
ISLES I: lt 1 8 85 — 
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die, "murdered him. Ehe wounds which he gave did 
dot prove fo Gangetous as to render the circumſtances of 
„ te duatref, "which occa | 0 acd them, a | ubject of legal in- 
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8 The diſcipline of the houſe, . 1 longs 


o atrocious an offence, which irritated the untelenting 
ad vindictive temper of the young man to ſuch a degree, 
hai he determined at once tb tun away from ſchool, from 


* 


\roſpeRs that he bad before him, 1 blaſting all the hopes 
hat had been fondly, though vainly, formed of the great 
hings that might be effected by his genius, when matured 
dy time, and improved by ſtud y. 


he maſter of the {chool, and a gold repeating watch from 
firs. Gouldſbotough, the maſter's filter. VWith this boos 
y, a few ſhirts, and two or. three pairs of ſtockings, he 


and all the next day, he, euer in the evening, arrived At the 
town of Drogheda, without interruptian, without accident, 


it ha food, - 


ers; and with theſe he, without ceremony or loſs of time, 


— 


tual advantage to ihe parties concerned in it. 


a native of the town of 


r Rene /// » . bas 


4 4 * 


clerk to one Potter, a pettifogging attorney, he was inti - 


I mately acquainted” with the town, and all the arts of fraud . 
or violence that are practiſed in it, by the lower and moſt un- 
of Pprincipled claſſes, to procure. money: for, entering too 


deeply or too unwarily into ſome practices of ſuch a nature, 
he was proſecuted; and, having been convicted at the Old 
1 1 N at this time an W exile 1 ia e 


ver, was inflicted with proper ſeverity on the perpetrator - 


is family, and from his friends; thus abandoning oo fair 


His plan of eſcape was no Gov framed than. it - was #73 bs 
arried into execution; but, previous to his departure, ne 
ound mcans to ſteal ten ar twelve guineas from Mr. Fa e 


Am but ſafely, effected his retreat from the ſchool- 
ouſe, in the middle of a ſtill night, in the month of May, 
1771; and, purſuing the great northern toad all that night - 


and, in a ge e weten e without TOY and | 1 


There bappened 10 quarter, af at the few 1 at * 1 85 1 
he put up,, ah a, at Drogheda, a ſet of ſtrolling play- | 


formed an intimacy, that continued ſome years, with! n OWN 


John Price, the manager of this ſtrolling company, r 
'Þo oole, in Dorſetſhire; be was of a 
good amilys: of an agreeable figure, lively in converfstion, 
conciliating/in his manners, and had been tolerably. well e- 
ducated. Having lived ſome time in London, where he was 
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m the expiration of the term for which he was ſentence 
1j be tranſported. This man became quickly the confidan 
And, from the confidant, the counſellor, the tutor, the ſ 
vereięn director, as it were, of the fugitive Waldron, w 
+. *. ,- .communicited to him, without any reſerve, all the circum 
tlances of his life and ſtory.” By i advice this unbapyff 
I + _ ©. ,youth renounced his paternal name, aſſumed that of Baring 
cd——̃on, entered into the eompany, and, inthe courſe of fourga; 
deecame ſo abſolutely and formally a {trolling ſon of Thefþi: 
_ » thathe-pefformed the part of Jaffier, in Venice Preſerved,” 
woech ſome applauſe, to a crowded audience, ina barn, ig 
eee Drogheda, oo RS 88 
PD Though the reception he met with on his debut was ver 
Hattering to a mind like his, Price prudently determined, 
ttt it would not be proper for bim to appear in puble {o neal 
1 tte ſcene of his late depredations inthe capital, It was there- 
fore reſolved on by them, that the whole company ſhould, 
without delay, move to the Northward, and, if poſſible, get 
| WP dq the diſtance of ſixty or cighty miles from Dublin, befor: 
| 42, - - they halted for any length of time. In older to enable ſo nu 
mauefobs a body to moye with all their e eee 
Rte to taiſe money; and, in doing this, Barrington's aſſiſ 
ttttʒance was indiſpenſably neceſſary. He was accordingly ap 
plied to, and he acquieſced with a good grace, giving Pric 
Mrs. Gouldſborough's gold repeater, which was diſpoſed of 
io thegeneral benefit of the ſtrollers, © © 
IT his act of well - timed liberality rendered him popular 2 
WE maong his new aſſociates, who deſervedly conſidered him as a 
valuable acquiſition. to their company. He had a fpeaking 
eeeeye, an expreflive.countenance, a tolerable theatrical figure, 
2 very pompous enunciation, and a moſt retentive memory. 
MWith theſe advantages, they obſerved, and, perhaps; not 
—-____ * without ſome reaſon, that he might make, one day, à firſt- 
+ rate figure on the boards of Drury-Lane or Covent-Garden, 
But, however this may be, as ſoon as the neceſſary funds 
wire procured, all theſe children of Theſpis ſet out for Lon- 
I E a was the place at which they deſigned firſt 
d _.to play. 'T ravelling but ſlowly, they were a conſiderable 
iche oncheir journey to that cy, and, during the courſe 
„ of it, the penetrating eyes of the ex perier ↄcd actreſſes dif- 
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covered that Barrington bad made a tender impreſſion on 


nee 
dan 
ie i 
w 
dum 
Hing 
Way 


Dt: 


zt Coventry. She was young and beautiful, ſweet-tem- 
pered and accompliſhed, but ſriendleſs; and, though inured 


ly acquired in a ſeries of fipiſter events. At the age of ſix- 


ed, in leſs than three months, be abandoned her, leaving hee 
ia prey to infamy, poverty, and diſeaſe, es 


- Having been thus deceived, in the ſimplicity. of inno- 

cence, by the cunning and falſ:hood of one of the vileſt and 
moſt profligate of human beings, | the had no reſource left, 
and was reduced to the moit extreme want, when, falling: 
in accidentally with Price, he propoſed her to join his com- 
pany ; which, ſituated. as ſhe was, ſhe readily agreed to do, 
and had been with him about a weck when ſheſaw Barring» 
ton, of whom ſhe became ſo ſuddenly enamoured. 


that, inexperienced as he was then in matters of gallantry 


kit, and returned her love with perfect ſincerity. Being 
of an age at which love makes almoſt every one a rbymer, 


off though not a poet, he addreſſed her in feveral copies of ver- 


: ſes, all of them ſhort, but many of them pretty enough; 
2 a8, for inſtance, the following lines, written a little before 
8 2 %%% ono og, e 


ing Place me where endleſs winter reigns, s 


rc Where genialgales ne'erbleſs the plains; 
ry. Beneath thoſe cold inclement ſkies, 

wot Were morbid vapours ever rife; _ 

{tn Place me beneath the burningzone, 

n Where nothing human e&'er was known; 
ds, Still Egerton's enchanting tongue, 
n- Her looks, and ſmiles, ſhall be my long. 
rſt Whether o'er burning fands Igo, 
ble Or mountains tote ge 
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the heart of Miſs Egerton, the young lady who played the 
part of Belvidera when he acted that of Jaifier at Diogheda, 
This -poor girl was the daughter of an opulent tradeſman 


to mifortune; deſtituch of the experience which is general» - 


teen ſhe was debauched by a lieutenant of marines,. with « 
whom ſhe fled from her father's houſe to Dublin, where, 


The ſymptoms of her affection for him were ſo obvious, 


_ or intrigue, he perceived her paſſion, was ſenſible of her me- 
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She will alone my thoughts engage, 


And ever ſhall, from age to age. . 
A connexion of this kind was neceſſarily attended with a 


/ conſiderable increaſe of expence; and the conſequence of an 
increaſed expenditure was, that, on the arrival of the {troj- 
lers at Londonderry, Barrington's whole ſtock of money 
was nearly exhauſted. Thus diſagreeably circumſtanced, 
dae applied for advice to his friend Price; who did not heſitate 
to ſuggeſt to him, how eafily a young man, of his appear- 
ance and addreſs, might find means to introduce himſelf into 
ſome of the public places to which the”"merchants and ehap=- 
men of that commercial city generally reſorted; and that 
he there might, without any great difficulty, find opportu - 
nities of picking their pockets unnoticed, and of eſcaping 
* undetected, more eſpecially at that particular time, when, 
tze fair being holden, a favourable juncture offered itſelf of. 
-  » executing a plan of ſuch a nature with ſafety and facility. 
The idea pleaſed our adventurer, and the plan formed on 
zit was carried into execution by him and his truſty cenfi- 
dant, John Price, the very next day, with great ſucceſs; 
dt lleaſt, ſuch it appeared to them at that time, their acqui- 
ſitions having amounted, on the cloſe of the evening, to 
about forty guineas in caſh, and above one hundred and 
flifty pounds, Iriſh curteney, in bank- notes; which, how- 
ever, they prudently determined, not, on any acoount, to 
-__ circulate in that part of the kingdom in which they were 


obtained. This precaution became peculiary neceſſary; 


for, ſeveral gentlemen having been rebbed, the town took 
the alarm, which was the greater, or at leaſt made the more 
noiſe, from the rarity of ſuch events in that part of the 
Ekeingdom, where picking of pockets is ſaid to be very little 
pPractiſed or known. But, whatever the alarm was, or what- 
ever noiſe it made, neither Barrington nor his accomplice 
were ſuſpected, They, however, reſolved to leave Derry, 


as ſoon as they could with any appearance of propriety de- 


part: fo that, having played a few nights with more applauſe - 
than profit, they and their aſſociates, the ſock and buſkin, re- 
moved from Londonderry go Ballyſhannon, in the county 
of Donnegal, and ny 
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ned into that part of the 
WO kingdom; 


i 5 
kingdom; where George Barrington may be conſidered as 
having commenced the buſineſs of a regular and profeſſed 
pick-pocket, in the ſummer of the year 1771, being then 
in the ſixteenth year of his age. 0 
After travelling about a fortnight, Barrington, with the 
ſtrollers whom he accompanied, arrived at Ballyſhannon, 
which is ſaid to. be one of the pleaſanteſt, cheapeſt, moſt 
plentiful, and moſt polite, country-towns in Ireland, Here 
he, and the company to which he belonged, ſpent the au- 
tumn and winter of the year 1771 3, playing generally on 
Tueſdays and Saturdays, and picking pockets with Joha 
Price every day in the week, whenever opportunity offered: 
- a buſineſs which, though attended with ſome danger and 
certain infamy, he found more lucrative and more entertain- 
ing than that of the Theatre; where his fame and his pro- 
ficiency were by no means equal to the expectation he had 
raiſed, or to the hopes that had been formed of him on his 
firſt appearance at Drogheda, Duting the latter part of the 
year he was attacked by a fever, which was ſo violent 
that his life was for ſome time deſpaired of; he, however, 
recovered, though ſlowly, and the period of his convaleſ- 
cence was ſo long, that the company reſolved to leave 
him behind, and proceed to other quarters. His favorite, 
Miſs Egerton, who attended him during his illneſs with un- 
remitting affiduity, . reſolved to ſtay with him and ſhare his 
fate, wWhateve it might be; and Price had the ſpiric to paſs 
the. bank- notes at his owa riſque, and the generoſity to 
leave his accomplice ſeventy guineas on his departure, 
which was, at this time, after a long and expenſive illneſs, 
a very ſeaſònable ſupply, - _— e 
Oa the return of the ſpring, in the year 1772, his 
health was perſectly re-eſtabliſhed, and he wrote ſome very 
pretty lines, addreffed to Hygeia, the goddeſs who prefided 
CRBC , eo SR OR | 
.  Hygeia! thou whoſe eyes diſplay 
The luſtre of menidian day 
Auſpicious goddeſs! ſtill impart 1 
Ty vital influence to my heart: | 
For, ah! ſhould'ſt thou withdraw thy ad. 
be bloom of all the ſpring woul@ fade; IO 


! 


0 * Fas : N : 
Ban "ob A EAT Wo 
0 * * i * 2 


// Muſic 11 vain its joys infpire, e be 2 ev ah 
And diſcord firing the Poet's lyre; „ 
JJ Hortune, unmatk'd, would ſmile; ak Fame, | 
JJ the fav*rite name 
Z F.3D, Friendſhip no cordial drop could yield, 
Nor Freedom me from apguiſh ſhield: 
xu'n Love itſelf would rule in vain, 
AAnc[˙ũiull be gloom, and grief, and pain! 
Ne . 7" Bao Ballyſhaonoy, | on his recovery, he moved to the 
„ fourbward, with his faichful Miſs Egerton, whom he had 
F misfortune of loſing forever, in crofing the river Boyne, 
in which ſhe was diowned, through the ignorance, or | 
; more culpable negligence, of a ferryinian ; thus cloſing, 
F eighteenth year of her age, 2 life of woe in a 
3 5 watery tomb!” 
Ew! He was for FRY time incopfolable for the loſs which he 
1 . had Juſt ſuſtained; but, being neither of an age nor of a 
WE, temper propitious to the continuation of ſorrowful ſenſations, 
FAY be haſtened to Limeric, where he hoped to meet Price, his 
. . accomplice. On bis atrival in that city, he learned, 
tdttat the perſon after whom he enquired had ſet out for 
*-._  Cark ten days before, and thither our adventurer followed 
dim; and there. he found him, within Jeſs than an hou: 
„„ be entered the town-gates. On. their meeting, it was 
. on by them never to think more of the ſtage; a reſolu- 


„ 


MEE tion which was the more eaſiiy executed, as the company, 

do which they: belonged originally, was now broken up and 
1 75 AG erſed, It was beſides ſettled between them, that Price 
. Abel paſs for Barrington's ſervant; and that Barrington 


: ould act the part of a young gentleman of large fortune, 
2nd of a noble family, who was not yet quite of age, but, 
3, until he ſhould attain that period, travelled for his amuſe- 

Fo ment. In purſuance of this hopeful. Tebeme, . horſes were 
F purchaſed, and the maſter and man were in every reſpect 
. ; ropenly equipped to act their ſeveral parts, During the 
"  __— * ſummer and autumn of the year 1772, they attended, in 
ttgheſe characters, all the races in the ſouthern counties of 
fend, Where they were uncommonty ſucceſsful, not only 
I odtalat e ſums of money by picking pockets, but 
1 85 155 eee "Op or N Mpicion. "Ren the win- 
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„ egy 
ter ſet in, they withdrew, with à booty of near one thou- 
ſand pounds, to Cork, where they dehgned to take up their 
head quarters, until the beginning of the next ſpring; and 1 
here it was that Barrington firſt affected to lead the life f 
a man of Bon Ton, of a young fellow of faſhion; that is to 
fay, to run the uſual-career of amour, intrigue, and debau- 7 
cherry, of gaming, drinking, and fighting; indiſpenſable 
requiſites in the character of a man of the Ton in Ireland: LY 
in ſhort, to gratify all the ſuggeſtions of vanity, profligacy, 
and whim. But, amidſt all this diffipation, neither he nor 
his truſty valet neglected any opportunity that offe red of 
.. plundering with ſecurity; and they were ſometimes, thong 
not always, ſucceſsful. It was, however, at length, the 
fate of Price to be detected in the very act of picking the 
pocket of the Right Hon. H K, towards the con- 
cluſion of that winter; and for this offence he was taken 
into cuſtody immediately, tried in the courſe of a few days, 
convicted, and ſentenced to be tranſported to America for 


, ß Dot ons 1 | 
Barrington did not remain in Cork, tobe an idle and uſr- 
leſs ſpectator of theſe proceedings. On the firſt news af the 1 
apprebenſion of his ſervant, he, without heſitation or los of . 
time, packed the moſt valuable part of his property, took | | 
horſe, and made the beſt of his way to Dublin; taking 
leave abrupfly of the great commercial capital of the pto- 
vince of Munſter. On his arrival in Dublin, he lived ra- 
ther in a private and retired manner, only lurking, in the 
darkeſt evenings, about the play-houfes, where he occaſiao- 
nally picked up a few guineas, or a watch, & c. But he 
was ſoon weary of the ſameneſs, and diſguſted with the 0 -- 
ſeurity, of a life of retirement, ſuch as that he led in the Ir 
Capital; ſo that, when the ſpring came on, he went to the | 
Taces, which uſually are at that ſeaſon of the year in the Cy: 
counties to the ſouthward of Dublin. It was, however, . _ 
his misfortune, at one of the races in the county of Carlow, 
to be ſeen picking the pocket of Lord B-——, near W¹nm 
he happened io ſtand. The ftolen property was found in 
\_ his poſſeſſion, and reſtored immediately to the owner of it; 
who, being content with the-reſtitution of it, and on ſre- 
ing the diſcipline of the courle inflicted on the pilferer, 2 
J)) fs” ot ET {otra - - clinee 


. 


dẽſined all proſecution of him. And thus, through the 
iill-judged and ill- timed lenity of this nobleman, did Bar- 


* 
N — . 


rington eſcape that puniſhment in Ireland, which awaited 
him in this country. As ſoorw as he eſcaped from the race» - 
ground, at Carlow, he took horſe, and immediately ſet 
[+ off for Dublin, where; he arrived time enough that evening 
to diſpoſe of all his uſeleſs property, and to make all 
bY the. neceſſary arrangements previous to his departure from 
Ireland, being reſolutely bent on a journey to London. 
I ðo days after he embarked on-board the Dorſet yacht, 
which was then on the point of failing, with the Duke of 
Leinſter, for Parkgate; and, before the expiration of the | 
weck, he found himſelf, for the fuſt time of his life, on. 
ER ONES oo... TI Ee, 
The ſummer-oſ'the year 1773 may be conſidered as the | 
eta of his arrival in England, he being about eighteen 
| years of age, and in the third year of his infamous pro- 
J teon of.s cammon;pick-pocket. ©. ooo 
Thnhere were at this time three perſons who had, like Bar- 
tington, taken their paſſage to England with Sir Alexander 
|  Schomberg, who then commanded the Dorſet yacht; and 
|, the acquaintance which our adventurer formed wiih them, 
An conſequence of this accidental meeting, contributed con- 
M e to the long ſeries of ſucceſs with which he carried 
9 his depredations in this country. Of theſe perſons Cap- 
| © tain W— H—2o was the moſt diſtinguiſhed, and the moſt 
| | immediately, though the moſt innocently, conducive to the 
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fortunate execution of the pick- pocket's projects. 
This young gentleman was d:ſcended from ope of the 
maol ancient, moſt illuſtrious, and moſt noble, families in 
| > © the Britiſh Empire: he ſerved in the army, and poſſeſſed 
2 fortune equal to his rank and birth. He was of a moſt 
a mmiable character; generous, open, polite, benevolent, 
and accompliſhed; perfectly well bred, and better ac- 
Juainted with books than men of his age, and rank, and 
profeſſion, generally are: but, unfortunately for himſelf, 
entirely ignorant of the groſs ways of the world, of the arti- 
ces of deſigning men, and the various ſtratagems of intri- 
\ guing women. Thus inexperienced, and unfuſpecting, he 
decame an eaſy dupe to the deep-laid ſchemes of the infa- 
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mous adventurers, With whom it was ſometimes his Ill fate 
to become acquainted," ee Eb, £ 
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It did not require ſa much ſagacity and penetration as Bar- 
rington at that time certainly poſſeſſed o ſee clearly into 
the character of Mr. H- n, and to predict the good 
conſequences hat might follow an intimacy with a young 
man of his rank, diſpoſition, and family, Actuated by a 
ſenſe of the utility of ſuch a connexion,” he employed all 

. thoſe arts of flattery and inſindation, of which he had been 
long a perfect maſter, to ingratiate himſelf with this gentle- 
man; and in this deſign he ſucceeded to the utmoſt extent 
of his wiſhes. Young Mr. H n was captivated by 
his eaſy addreſs and engaging manners, ſo that, before 
they had been three days together, that unſuſpecting youth 
- repoſed unlimited confidence in him; and, with the indiſ- 
cretion, or impetuoſity, uſually characteriſtic of his time 
of life, reckoned him among the number of his faſteſt and 
moſt valuable friends. In order to confirm theſe ſentiments 
of confidence and friendſhip, which were ſo imprudently 
conceived or ſo haſtily adopted, Barrington formed an artful 
tale, which he told as his own ſtory ; the purport of which 
was, that his father was a man of a family, noble in Ire- 


land, and illuſtrious in England, to which country he N 


himſelf now came to ſtudy law, in one of the inns of court; 
more, however, to avoid the ill-natured ſeverity of a barſn 
unrelenting ſtep- mother, which rendered his paternal man- 
ſion in a great meaſure intolerable to him, than from any 
predilection for the profeſſion in which he intended to apply 
himſelf; but the exerciſe of which, the ample fortune 
that he was heir to would render unneceſſary, 
This ſtory took as well as could be deſired by the inven- 
tor of it; and it was ſettled between him and his neu 
friend, that he ſhould, on his arrival in town, enter him. _ 
ſelf of the Middle Temple, where Mr. H——n had ſome. 
relations, and a numerous acquaintance, to whom, he faid, 
he ſhould be happy to introduce a gentleman ſo eminently 
diftinguiſhed by his talents and his accompliſhments, as 
well as by his fortune and birth, as Mr. Barrington was, 
Such were the handſome terms in which he expreſſed him- 
ſelf to this profeſſed pilferer, and ſo great were the prepoſ- 
{-ſons in his e e ee ee 1 | 
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1 was: alſo farther agreed on between them,. ie 


| Hould travel together. to ndon, and they. accordingly, the | 


1 day, took a poſt- es at Parkgate, and continuing 
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urney by eaſy ſtages through Cheſter, Namptwich, 
eee where they ſtopt two or three 7 they 


3 by the end of the week, at the Bath Coffee-houſe, 

In Piccadill y, Which, on the recommendation of Mr, 
— ,. who had been ſeveral times before-in the i 

ee was fixed upon as their head-quatters. 
As to the other two. perſons who came over with them i in 
the yacht, and of whom there will be ample occaſion to 


2 at large in the ſequel of theſe memoirs, they travelled 


more humbiy, but more expeditiouſly, . and more frugally, 
than Mr. H and Barrington; for, on the third day 


aſter, their departure from the place at which they.landed from | 


Ireland, they arrived at the Golden-Crofs,. at Charinge. 
Croſs, With the Cheſter, eee at a very ee 


©x pence. 1 


eee on. bis leaving Dublio, made 4 very: : 


gentee] appearance for a traveller ot a country gertlemany 
yet it was. indiſpenſably neceſſary to expend à conſiderable 
ſum, in order to enable him to appear in à manner ſuited to 
the Character which he had aſſumed in ſuch a capital as 
London; for, having epteſented himſelf as a young man of 
family and fortune, he muſt, to be conſiſlent, dreſs and live 
ke one of rank and faſhion. +. Of this he was perfectly ſen- 
_ tible,, and he ſpared no.evpence to procure: all the varigus 


. articles, which are holden forih as eſſential in the compoſition 


of a genteel well-dreited man. In converſation, however, 


* artfully ſpoke of objects of this natute with great indiffe- 
rene or contempt, affectedly holding forth the ſuperior 
cc lence of an enlarged and cultivated underſtanding; 
_ probably. becauſe ſuch, language flattered, his vanity, fond- 
I imagining that he was drawing his own character and 
Exciting the admiration ot his hearers,. who, as is general. 
Yi the caſe, were. ready; enough. fo er 0 is apinian 
. this Read. 

"Rot er this be, the exgenſige: manner id which 
he eb ab 1 0 ts 4 to ue: ONE 
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that gentleman introduced him, all of them gay, ſprightly, 
young fellows, who had money at command, in leſs than a 
month reduced the funds, which Barrington had brought with 
him, to about twenty guineas; which ſeemed'to afford 
him a very inconſiderable reſource. He therefore reſolute- 


ly determined to procure a ſupply of money by ſome means 


2 f F * ' 4 4 . 2 ne? Fr 3 4 3 * +. 44 4 
or other. One evening, while he was deliberating with 
himſelf onthe choice of experiments to recruit his finances, 


he was 1 in his meditations on the ſubject by the _ 
n and a party of his friends, who pro- 


3 * 


errival'of Mr. H— | 
poſed” to them to accompany them to Ranelagh. Their 

propofal was, without much heſitation, acceded to by 
Batrington; and they, without farther loſs of time, or- 
dered coaches to ſet them down at that celebrated place wy 


This being the firſt time of his viſiting it, every thing he 
ſaw about it was new to him; but the martifying reflection 
of the poverty upon which he ſo cloſely verged, at this (ime, 


_ baniſhed all thoſe. plealing ſenſations which novelty, and 


ſplendor, and muſic, and gay company, uſually excite in 
unembarrafſed minds. Nothing that he heard, or that he 
beheld, was capable of taking him off from the thoughts of 


1 


his preſent ſituation. 


8 5 4 3 9 a 5g 3 e N 
Walking about in this ſerious mood, of which the melan- 


choly was heightened by the gay ſcenes that ſurrounded him, 


be chanced to eſpy the two companions of his voyage in the 
Dorlet yacht, to whom he only made a light bow of recog- 


nition; and, in leſs than a quarter of an hour afterwards, 
he ſaw the Duke of L——=r, engaged deeply in converſa- 
ton with two ladies, and a Knight of the Bath, Who it af-, 
terwards turned out was Sir W D-——; and near 
theſe he placed himſelf, quitting, for a ſhort time, the com . 
. pany to which he hatongede y 
While he was thus Rationed, an opportunity, which he 
conſidered a fair one, offered itſelf of making a good booty ;. 
and he availed himſelf of it. „ 'S 


pocket of above eighty pounds, Sir Ws of five and 


* 


% - 


thirty guineas, one of the ladies of her watch; with all 


which he got off undiſcovered, and joined Mr, Hf and 
his party, as if nothing had happened out of the ordinary . , 


and common courſe of things in ſuch places as Ranelagh. 
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5 | infamous calling v nich he exetciſed, 


by 1 * 182 
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ſetvation of one of the perſons who came with him, ia the 5 
Dorſet, from Ireland to Parkgate. This man, who was au 


And ſhare of the ſpoil given to him, he determined to commu- 0 
nmaicate his knowledge of the tranſaction to the perſons ho 
had been robbed of their propert 


5 manding and deciſive to to be reſiſted; 


- aſked of him, and, under ptetence of ſudden indiſpoſition, 
he returned with his new Allociate to town; 4 

_ © theGolden-Crols Inn, at Charing-Croſs, the booty acquired 
at Ranelagh was fairly, though not equally, 


8 0 new intruder contenting himſelf with taking the lady's watch,. 
Chain, &c. 


dim who had originally taken it. 


that feigned name this new .accomplice is to be henceforth... 
© called) inſiſted upon Barrington's Juppiog with him; and, 
while the ſupper was preparing, he related to him the out- 


4” 1 chat he was born in the county of Norfolk, a his father 
1 Bo feffed an eftate of about three hundred pounds a year. 
. 


neighbourhood of a nobleman of 
ment, and of a conſiderable weig 
197 heir of his 2 and e $—— were a of he 1 


a — 5 * Waren * " 
PENS: _— — 7 eee N e * g e * "ap ie n , 4 
wore” # ix, "es N 4 x Fg of] . . % Ps 
N a i 4 


„Nn A 4 E 4 1.1 
- I 3 N F ” Ly 
an . * n ee Mi AT 
= BY war Be oy Fs, 5 CON 4 * F vv 1 
L 75 4 1 . 8 1 7 
4 . 5. 7 f i . 
1 P . - * „ 1 ec * 
. . * vw ADE) 15 LC. ISL « Fa 7 . 1 
. . * + 1 ; 1 . 
f . * 4 "4 : 0 5 . $ „* 
* \ = * 13 | : 
e = pov > J 84. . o 
ks Pi . al 4 8 — js : * 5 
7 1 
— s 7 5 +7 
89 * * 1 1 
* 


© Though: it may be ad ne. that We . 
after ſo many years practice, aud fo 55 experience. in the 
r formed his part of, 
this buſineſs with much dexterity and f ill; yet it was not 
done with ſuch a degree: of privacy and art as to elude the oh- 


adept himſelf, took a convenient opportunity, in the courſe 
of the evening, of letting him know that be was a witneſs of 
his conduct; and that, unleſs terms were made with him, 2 


y. Tue language Which 3s 
be held was very authoritative, ani his manner was too com 


55 3 


ſo that Barrington, 
Fielding to the neceſſity of the caſe, conſented to what was 


and there, "Fs 


Un 


divided; the 


which were of gold, and à ten pound bank. 5 
note; leaving all the reſi of the money and bank Paper wich 


But, in order to cement the connexion which theſe two 
were now on the point of forming, Mr. James (for, by, that 


lines of his ſtory; which, though not immediately connec- 
Is with the ſubject of thefe memoirs, it may not be impro- 


per to repeat in this place, and. en was to the 6 following 
. 


He ſaid it "7A 0 name was Wilam 8. 


8 an 


1 as 


eſfate, and the manſion of it, were ſituated in the - 


reat influence in patlia- K 
it in the cabinet. he 


e 


1 e 0 3 1 F e 
N 9 * 1 11 4 5 x "ID. 
* * * * . DT 4 4 
. : 1 c 1 d N N * > e A" 
„ * . * * * N Vis: . 
. + 7 BY 4 1 ” 
* 4 7 f * x . % 
* * 7 
. « PA $ 
at ; : op ; 1 
jt 4 ” * $ 95 4 £ 
, ö 2 4 1 N. 2 1 * 
4 2 * 1 A bh ; n 
7 * k , "* 75 x > * 
, * E 7 . 4 2. 5 * 
. * 8 ® 
is * N. o 
70 1 4 1 
- + > &7 A, We. Nl 
0 5 4 Ne N "a | 
: 98 1 * 


„ iT, 19, 1 6 3 
1 age, and for ſome time were (chodlfallows. | Thete 
circumftances produced an intimacy between them; and in 
the progreſs of it, he, who was now a common thief, had 
made conſiderable advances in the favour and eſteem of the” 
young nobleman, who, when he was ſent upon his travels, ſo- 
licited bim to accompany him. The father and friends of . 
8, thinking that the patronage of a miniſter of ſtate 
might contribute much more to his promotion than the ut- + 
moſt diligence that they could uſe in purſuit of it, conſented - 
to the requeſt; and, accordingly, he went abroad with the 
young Lord H— „who, on their way home, after {ix 
years ablence, was attacked by a fever, which, in leſs than 
ten days, put a period to his life, This unfortunate event 
was ſoon after followed by one ſtill more fatal. The 
nobleman, on whom all his hopes depended, was removed 
from office, and deprived of all his employments. But a 
piece of intelligence, which he received on his arrival 
in England, was worſe, and rendered his ſituation more ca- ) 
lamitous than all the former croſſes and diſapointments of 
his life. This was, that his father's affairs were, through 
extravagance and ill-management, ſo embroiled, that, 
when the debts, due by him, were diſcharged, there was 
ſcarcely a ſufficiency left to maintain him. All theſe diſ- 
treſſing circumſtances were conſiderably aggravated by the 
conduct which the nobleman, who was in honor bound to 
patronize him, held cowards him, on this melancholy and | 
unforeſeen reverſe of fortune. This thorough-paced cour- - 
tier refuſed to fee him, denied moſt of the promiſes that he 7 5 
had made to him, and left him, in ſolitude and in the moſt 
extreme indigence, to curſe his folly, and to repent of bis 
credulity. | | 
This unbecoming treatment at firſt e bim 
with affliction and deſpair. Theſe, however, in a little 
time ſubſided, and made way for the active ſentiments of 
indignation and reſentment; and," abandoning bis native 
country for ever, he came to London, with what little "EIS, 
perty he had left, literally, as he expreſſes it, to ſeek . 
fortune. For this purpoſe, he unhappily had recourſe to 
the gaming-table, at which, in leſs than a week, he wass 5 
ene ruined. -T he Nee from the dice-box to 718 
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che road is frequent enough, and by no means unnatursl. 
Plundered by ſharpers at hazard in Leiceſter-fields, hei 
ſolved to recruit his finances on Finchley- common Ar 


Haounſlow-heath. In ſhort, he went upon the highways 
ada ud robbed for ſome time with tolerable ſucceſs, and without 
meeting any diſagreeable accident, until attempting 
Company with another perſon, to rob à gentleman on: Eee 


/ 
. * : * 


— 
* 


— 


Ws 


field green, near Egham, he was ſhot tirough. the body, 
_ and rarrowly eſcaped falling into the hands &f the officers 40 
Ws ol juſtice. Ia this inſtance, however, more farturiate than 
{| Jn » : 8 his ill fated accom oli ce, who | was taken, and ſoon. 4 
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executed on Kennington- common. 


# 


S8 was a long time confined to his room, in conſe» 
gqauence of the wound he recelved; and, during the period 
| > _ © of his convaleſcence, he made many ſerious teflections gn 

= his conduct. Sentiments of penitence and remorſe” ſeemed 
to be awakened in him, In ſhort, he determined, in caſe 
Providence ever ſhould reftore him to health, to employ 
ais life entireſy in making ſomie attonement for his former 

gZiſſolute actions. With this laudable refolution, he, on 

Huis recovery, returned to town from Wyrardſbury, in 


— 


Bauckingbammire, -where, during his illnefs, he reſided at 


the bouſe of A relation. 


* 


Having received a liberal” education, being maſter of 
duo or three modern languages, and not unacquainted 
With the world, he did not doubt of being able to procure 
ſiome employment in ſo vaſt a capital as London, whereby 
hae might de enabled to ſupport himſelf honeſtly, But his 
I! *  -- Hopes on this head, however ſavguine, were grievouſly 
[= diſappointed; for, with all the exertiens'he could make, 
I - _.- the want of character, of friends to (recommend bim, or 
f acquaintance to, refer-to, always prevented him from 
lucceeding in any one of the many and repeated applica- 
tions that he made to get a place of any kind, by which 
die might earn bis breag honeffly. He ebdeavourfed to be 
tutor in a private family, to be uſher to a ſchool; to be 
ririter ſor a newſpaper, to be tranſlator for à bookſeller,” to 
„de icterpreter for foreign ſea: Captains,” to be clerk at agoal- 
WMuhack, waiter at a tavern, or porter at an iin; but all to 


- 


bn purpoſe. He endeavoured to be even/a recruiting cor- 
F Boral for the Eaſt- India Company; but without ſucceſs. 
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He tried every line, and every line failed him: he knocked 
at every door, and every door was ſhut againft him, Much 


time was ſpent by him, in thus attempting to get employ- 
ment; and, what was wor'e, all his money was ſpent too. 


Whatever he had of any value was pawned; and, at laſt, 


he was forced to ſell the very clothes he wore, in order to 
© procure bread to eat. But fill, though half famiſhed, and 


half naked, though rambling in the brick-fields by day, 


. and lleeping under a hedge, or in the aſhes of a glaſs-houſe 
dy nigbt, he perſevered in his reſolutions of living upright- 


ly, without ever entertaining a thought of returning to his 


former evil courſes. This life he led, and in this temper 


he continued for above a week, when the devil put it into 
his head to reaſon about God and Providence, and the phy- 


ſical order of the vniverſe and the moral world. While he 


was meditating on this ſubject, in doubt, and fear, and un- 


certainty, he was accoſted by one Wheeler, a ſharper, 
(fince executed at Vork for robbery,) whom he had known _ 
at one. of ' thoſe houſes in the neighbourhood of Covent - 
Garden, to which men of ſuch a deſcription uſually. reſort- 
ed at that time, and where he himſelf, while in the prac- 


tice of robbing on the highway, generally ſpent his even- 


ings. This man, though a profeſſed. cheat and thief, was 


not deſtitute of feeling or generoſity: ſuch virtues: as theſe 


- thew themſelves in perſons of his ſtamp: and he was ftruck 


with. aſtoniſhment and compaſſion at ſeeing, in ſuch a 


. wretched plight, a man whom he had known fome time 


before make a genteel figure. However, without mora- 
lizing much en the matter, he ſhook him by the hand, took 
bim home to dinner with hin, relieved his moſt prefling 


money, and engaged him to teturn to bim the next day, 


when, he laids that ſomething more ſhould be done for 


8 did not fail to attend the appointment, penetrated 


with a deep ſenſe of gratitude for the kindneſs ſhewn to 


him, and ihe favours conferred on him by his old acquaint- 

ance; ad“ he was gPunRually, by the fixed hour, at 
Wheeler's apartments in Duke- ſtreet, Weſtminſter, where 

ter dinner was over, his friendly hoſt, 

e , ey =Þ 
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ä without ceremony; or preface, told vis: that he Kuda pro- 

poſal to make to him, which, if accepted, would turn out 
of great and certain advantage. to both parties. The pro- 
poſal wae, to dreſs himſelf completely as a clergyman, with” 
ob gown, ſcarf, band, &c; all which he, Wheeler, wk 
. provide for him, with whatever elſe ſhould be neceffary to 
\ enable him to go into polite company. - That, being a re- 

markably good figure, uſed to the world, converfant in 


5 foreign languages, and maſter of an elegant addreſs, he 


chould, dreſſed in the manner propoſed, go to court on the | 
King's birth-day, which would be in the courſe of the 


week, and there endeavour to get at the purſes, pocket- 


books, ot watches, of ſome of the company; which he 
might, on that day, in that place, appearing as te would,” 
ce Qually do with ſecurity and eaſe, 

The propoſal ſtartled, but did not diſpleaſe, 8 | 
'The ſcheme ſeemed plauhble enough. Friendſhip invited, 
And want urged him on; fo that he agteed to do whit 


© Wheeler propoſed, and to commence pick pocket in Torn, s 
* St. James's, the next public day. 


Every thing being got ready for the purpoſe, he ed ; ; 


_ = thither in the character of a dignitary of the Church, on 


the fourth of June, and was ſo bold, ſo adroit, or ſo Tor- 
ceſsful, in the exerciſe oi this new profeſiion, that he re- 
tired in the evening to Wheeler's, in Weſtminſter, with 
money, Watches, jewels, pocket- books, and their con- 
tents, &c. to the. amount of ee Fe four hundred 
pounds. | 

+246 ati 8 and the ont FRY i ; 
with which the- buſineſs he entered upon might be tranſ- 
-- ated, gave him a reliſh for his new profeſſion, and made 
dim eager for plunder. And gs for his ſcruples, if he ſtill 
fetained any, Mr. Wheeler's arguments, the pleaſures of 


| a © the town, and the fight of his ſhare of the booty effectually 


quelled them. During the remainder of that ſummers and 
the whole of the enſuing autumn. be viſited Tunbridge, 
Buxton, Weymouth, Brighthelmſtone, and ſome' other 
+ bathing or watering places, always in the exerciſe of his 
_ -  newly-adopted ni” uy and fill ſucceſsful, being hitherto 
A Fe 80 nor even e 5 „ o Wat As returned: 
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to London, in the beginning of the winter, with near five. 


8 , f * 7) 


o 


- * 


a very elegant and expenſive ſtyle the whole preceding 
ſeaſon. 3 92 e | 


lic amufement; and continued to pick pockets without de- 


baſſy. at the Court of London. This ' gentleman caught 


houſe, preparatory to his taking hine to the waich-houſe, 
it being then at too unſeaſonable an hour to take him bes 
fore a magiſtrate, Having a conſiderable ſum of mene 

about him, he found means, with a very ſmall part of it, 
to bribe his keeper, who ſuffered him, for twenty guineas, 
to eſcape. 'Immediately, on recovering of his liberty, he 
ſet put for France, with all the money he could command; 
and, having rambled about that kingdom for two years, 


remained but a few months; for, ſeveral years having 
elapſed ſinge his detection by the French ſecretary, and no 
proceedings being carried on againſt him during his ab- 
ſence, he determined to return to London, in perfect con- 


left England, and retired into his own country; and the 
whole tranſaQtion, which occaſioned the precipitzte flight 
of the pick-pocket, 
ſince totally forgotten. 
which Barrington heard with no ſmall degree of pleaſure, 

Nor was it without good reaſon that he heard the nar- 
rative of S——r, now known by the name of James, hic 
new. acquaintance, with x good degree of ſatisfaction z for, 


* 


hay 


hundted pounds, which he had remaining, after living in 


On his arrival in town, he laid aſide the garb and ap- 
pearanee of a parſon; and appeared in the uniform of an 
officer of the army. Dreſled in regimentals, he frequented _ - 
the play-houſes, the opera, and other polite places of pub- _ 


tection, until he fell in, at Covent-Garden play houſe, _ 
with Monſieur Frangois, then ſecretary to the French em- 


him in the very fact of picking his pocket, in the lobby * 


that theatre; and he was immediately given in charge to 
a conſtable, who took him into a neighbouring publie- 


he went into Spain, where he remained ſome time, and 
thence he ſailed to Cork, in Irelend. In that kingdom he 
fidence of ſafety, Monſieur Frangois having long before 


having been, in all probability, long 


uch were the outlines of Mr. .James's variegated ſtory, 


being himſelf entirely ignorant of the town, he was ſenſible 
that tine acquaintance of a man, who, had ſo perfect a 
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tremely uſefo} tohim ig the line of life which he purſued; 
as without ſome ſuch connexion! it world be difficult 
fuor him to difpoſe, with any ſafety, of ſuch articles of 
value as might fall in his Way. in the. courſs of. oa? 
. tory excurſions. Sd true it thy. that, witheut receivers o 
"ſtolen goods, the depredations*of thieves mult be, in a 
great meaſure, - coufined to caſh, 8d, conſequently, be 
inconfiderable. 
Barrington therefore at to uin, chat they bf! R 
ene into a kind of partner flip, and carry on the bufittels 
of picking pockets as a joint concern; à propoſal to which 
James affected to-ſcruple agteeing. as inconfiſtent with the 
5 tendernets of his confcience.” His conſcience, however, 
wis ſoon made easy, by his friend's joculatly reminding 
- him of Captain Rolando's obfervacions to Gil Blas, that 
all men are deſircus te appropriate to themſeives their 
veighbours prope erty. Severeigus ſeize on the'refrjtories 
of | neighbouring: princes, Whenever they think doing fo 
| ſuits their purpoſes, without {crupie of remorſe z people of 
Faſhion run in debt and never pay their creditors; 3, bankers 
and brokers are ſeldom reſtrained by confcience in the in- 
- tereſt they take, or the charges which they make; mer- 
3 and traders of all kinds, are not more {crupulous 
in the profits which they exaQ of their unwary cuſremers; 
dne for lawyers. of every denomination, their boundlefs 
: Ry - Fapacity is proverbial. The mode then of appropriating 
tze property to one's ſelf, and not the # of doing fo, is 
the ſole difference, between the moſt noted pick - pocket 
_ andthe moſt powerful prince or the mloſt opulent mer- 
chant. Such was the argument of this crafty” adventurer, 
who perſuaded. James to accede to the terms, Which he 
| propoled, of carrying on bufineſs together, notwithſami- 
jung the delicacy of his conſcience ; ſo that, the prelimi- 
na ies being thus ſertled, it was. agreed upon, that they 
mould meet the next day at the Crown and Anchor Ta- 
| From in the Strand; and there, after they had dined, final- 
ly ſettſe the definitive: articles of the treaty, and allo, th 
: We 7 hw: of their future operations. Matters being left ia t 5 
tate, the meeting broke up, and Barrington returned by 
1 391 FRAY: Poogings, $7 OE, Bat e ho . lack 
7 uc mg 


Wh kickily enough, neither Captain H——n nor any of his 
t party happened yet to have arrived from Ranelagh. 1 6 0 
f The next morning, at breakfaſt, he informed his friend 
p Mr. H=——n, that, on his return laſt night, he chanced 
" to meet a very worthy relation of his, Sir Fitzwilliam Bar- 


rington, who engaged him to dine with him that day, fo 
that it would be out of his power to make one of the party 
that were to ſpend the day at the Thatched-houſe Tavern; 
but that, however, he would endeavour to join them early 


8 in the evening, and ſtay to ſupper with them, if they were 
n vent upon keeping it up to a late hour. 1 
e Harrington dreſſed, called a coach, and drove to the 
r, Crown and Anchor Tavern, where he found Mr. James, 
'2 cho had been for ſome time waiting for him. Dinner be- 
at ing diſpatched, and the ſervants withdrawn, theſe worth 
ir gentlemen entered on the buſieſs. And here it was agreed 
es Wh: 50n between them, that whatever either of them acquired 
io mould be equally divided between them; and that, on the 


ſale of watches, jewels, - or any other articles that they 
might have to diſpoſe of, they ſhould be both prefent. 
Thus no ſuſpicion of fraud could be entertained : and thus 
Barrington got what he greatly wanted, an introduction to 


us ſa receiver of ſtolen goods. It was farther ſettled by them, 
S; that while Mr. H —n remained in town, they ſhould take 
els ſcare riot to be ſeen publicly together, and that Mr. James 
ng ſhould reſume his long- neglected character of a clergyman, 
is 


Theſe and other weighty points being adjuſted to the ſa- 
tisfaQtion of the parties, it was determined, that they ſhould 


r. meet regularly on [Tueſdays and Fridays, to ſeitle with 
er, each other; but never to meet twice at the ſame houſe. 
he Having then adjourned to the next Tueſday, and fixed on 
mi- the Devil Tavern, at Temple-bar, our adventurers fe- 
ni rated, Barrington going to the Thatched houſe Tavern. 
de) bee he arrived about eight in the afternoon, ard found 
a” is friend, Mr. H=—n, and a large party of his acquaint- 
al- ance, rather far gone in liquor. Moſt of them knew him 
the perſonally, and confidering him in the light in which he 
this as repreſented to them by Captain H——n, as a young 
by nan of. condition, they were delighted with his company. 
ere, Rod, indeed, the fact is, that at that period of his life, 


when his character in this country was unſullied and un- 
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or in the nbc wy an intereſting converſation, he very _ 
diligently comtnitted it to paper. 

Tuis quality, among other ſocial and amiable Waile 
which he poſſeſſed, at that time, in an eminent degree, ren 
dered him a kind of popular character. 5 

In the courſe of his depredations, he, in the ſummer. 

of the year 1775, viſited the watering places; and, a- 
mong thereſt, he went to Brighton, which at that time, 
though frequented by very genteel company, was far from 
having arrived at the celebrity which it has ſince acquired. 
However, he here became acquainted, and intimate, 

with the late Duke of Ancaſter, Lord Ferrers, and Tho- 


mas Lord Lyttleton, with ſeveral other of the connexions 


of thele noble perſons; who all conſidered him as a man 
of genius and ability, (which he was,) and as a gentleman 

of We and noble family, e he as certainly Was 
But, however chie may be, from Brightkelniſtone he 
made an excurſion to Chicheſter, in company with Lord 
L—— and Sir Alexander Leitb, who lived at that time in 
the county of Suſſex. While he reſided in that city, he 
was fhewn the curioſities of the cathedral, in them dives ; 
certainly inſignificant and uninceceſting enough, Among 
them was pointed out to him a family-vault, for the in- 
terment of the Dukes of Richmond, which was erectzd 
ſome your! mr by the late Duke, and inſctibed: 


4 Domus ultima.“ | 


On . the l epigram is bald to have been e | 
ten by him, which being' not deſtitute of merit, in that | 
e ſpecies of compoſition, is here e oe 


Did he, who thus inſeribll this wall, I 
Nor read, or not believe, St. Paul? . 
Who ſays, There is, where>eer it PR 
' M08 Motor houſe, not made with hands: 
ip ba ah we N "Row thaſe OP. 
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205 his return to en,” in da 3 of the Wa- 


| Ny ter of the year 1775, his way of life, and the nature of 
his purſuits, naturally connected him with the gay and 

_ the diſſolute, the thoughtleſs and the licentious. He af- 
feed all the airs of a young fellow of faſhion, and. all 
| therextravagances of a profeſſed: man of pleaſure. He di- 


vided his time between the purſuit of faſhionable amuſe- 


ments and the infamous occupation of picking pockets. But 


theſe two objects did not entirely occupy: his time or his 
attention. The ſeaſons of plundering and of diffipation | 


were ſucceeded. by intervals of retirement and ſtudy, In 
- * theſe, which ſometimes laſted for ſeveral weeks, he ſhut 
himſelf up, and devoted himſelf to the ſtudy of the beſt 


writers in the Engliſh language, the only one with which 


he was acquainted ; and he had, in an eminent degree, this 
_ peculiarity, that, when he was the man of the world, the 


ſprightly wit, the agreeable companion, he had not an- 


; Wr loſt ſight of books and literature. 


In theſe moments of leiſure and teflection he cottipaſed 
an ode to Lrenr, not, indeed, regular in its eonſtruction, 
nor of an artificial texture; but certainly not void of met 
and indicative of no ſmall degree of genius. 

In the courſe of this winter he happened aceidentally to 


| fall in with one Lowe, a very ſingular and extraordinary 

character, with whom he formed an intimate connexion; 
employing him in the uſeful capacity of a receiver of ſtolea 

goods, which he had frequent occaſions to difpoſe of. 


This Lowe bad been originally a livery-ſervant, but 


Who now kept a public-houſe, in which he ſcraped up 
ſome money; he then commenced uſurer, and, by that vile 
buſineſs, acquired a ſmall fortune, and aſſumed the cha- 
racter of a gentleman. He afterwards took a gentec! houſe 
in the neighbourhood of Bloomſbury-ſquare, where he re- 

ſided to the time of his death. He Was, for one whoſe 


mind was entirely uncultivated, a man of uncommon ad- 


dreſs, He, in general, paſſed for a very charitable and be- 


nevolent character, having performed many acts of benefi- 


cence through motives of peligy ot oſtentation; and he 


* 1 


*% 


e . e 
emplary virtues and generous feelings. By arts of this 
kind, he found means to get himſelf appointed to the fta- 
tion of treaſurer, or chief conductor, of a new hoſpital, 
for the reception of blind patients, at Kentiſh-town; in 
which capacity, it is ſaid, that he got into the pofleflion 
of upwards of five: thouſand pounds. But, having been 


ö ſuſpected of ſetting fire to that building, he was appre- 
i hended at Liverpool, in the year 1779; and, to avoid the 
N puniſhment. due to the enormity of his offence, he poiſoned 1 
4 himſelf, and lies buried in a croſs- road in the neighbour- 
5 hood of Preſcot, in Lancaſhi fe. 5 
E __ This. connexion with Lowe rendered- that with Mr. 
4: James, in a great meaſure, unneceſſary ; and Barrington 
n was the more willing to break with him, as ſome recent 
8 and unpleaſant altercations had taken place between 
o them: the truth is, that James, though engaged in a 
2 moſt diſgraceſul courſe of life, poſſeſſed learning and abi- 

lities, and was not entirely deſtitute of a ſenſe of honour 7 
0 ar of a regard to moral obligation. But Barrington, who . | 
, had at all times the very higheſt opinion of his own merit, 
ly was uſed to treat him with unbecoming freedom; and, on 
. ſome occaſions, with indecent inſolence. In ſhort, though 
0 he bad great merit, he had alſo many great failings, if 
1 conſidered as a ſocial companion; and the entire diſſolu- 
3 tion of his connexion with the ſubject of theſe memoirs 
A was ultimately beneficial to James; for, at this time, he 
(James) lives in a monaſtery in Weſtphalia, to which he : 
ut ſome yeacs ago retired, in an enviable ſtate of peace and 
1p .. penitence, reſpected for his talents, and loved for his 
te amiable manners, by which he is diſtinguiſhed in an emi- 
a nent degree. To him the editor of theſe memoirs is in- = 
ſe debted, for the power of communicating theſe minute me- 
e- morials of the life of George Barrington. to the public; ; 
fe and to his eonverſation he is indebted for the knowledge 
9— of the ſtory of that ſingular and extraordinary adventurer. 15 
e- _ Barrington, on his forming a connexion. with Lowe, 7 
fi advanced with new audacity in the exerciſe of his prag. 
he WE tices ay a pick pocket. His reputation for genius and li- 
ut tcrature ſupported him in the opinion of bis acquaintance, 
x = and thei r. good opinion of him conſiderably facilitated the | 
AS 0. TR oC BP TRE. EM 
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Weben of his depredations; for, by their hh later and 
iatroduction, he got accels to the company of young men 
of *Muence, whoſe: unguarded and unſuſpected character 
offered to him an ample field to plunder with impunity. 
Te boldnefs, the indecency, and the licentioufnefs, of 
His behaviour, on ſome occaſions, drew on him the cen- 
ſure of ſome of the moſt reſpectable of his friends. How- 
ever, his failings were readily pardoned and overlooked ; 
for, it is well Known, that much will be forgiven to 4 
man in his youth, WhO has the . of birth and 
fortune. Ee 
: This connexion. with Lowe Was 'bat a: Wen time pre- 
s b that evening of the month of January, which is 
. obſerved as the anniverfary of the Queen's birth- day; it 
was refolved on between them, that, habited as a clergy- 
man, he ſhould repair to court, and there endeavour, not 
- only to pick the pockets of ſorne of the company, but, 
what was a much © bolder and a much more novel attempt, 
to cut off the diamond orders of ſome of the Knights of the 
_ «Garter, Bath, aud 'Thiftle, who, on ſuch days, ufually 
wear the Ma vf their reſpectiye orders. In this enter- 
prize he ſucceeded beyond their moſt ſanguine ex pecta- 
tions; for, he found means to take the diamond order of 
Lord C-—, with Which he got away from St, James's 
1155 Perfesly unfuſpected. 
N This 5 an by the affitance and agency 
pf Lowe, he difpoſed of for eight hundred pounds to one 
5 Lurſman, a Dutchman, who uſually made a trip from 
„ Haerlem to England, once a year, for the expreſs. por” 
...___ poſe of purchaſing jewels that had been fraudulently or 
_ felonioulſly obtained, and for which he gave what the 
+ -ſharpers, or thieves, with whom. he dealt, confidered an 
Wit” - «equitable price; at leaſt, much more than che London re- 
N 8 ceivers were uſed to give. 
B In the courſe of the winter of che year 1775 x "Pris Or- 
I „0 A Ruſſian nobleman, of the firſt rank and conſe- 
| | _*quence, viſited England. The ſplendor in which he li- 
qi. 15 — ve, and the high favor in which be flood at the court of 
5 Kaufs, were frequently noticed in the public prints; and 
K 8 * a 1 e {et WARD. bril⸗ 
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Haste ich was - preſented to him by the Empreſs, and, 
which, was generally valued at the enormous ſum. of thirty. 
thouſand. pounds. This precious trinket excited, in an 
extraordinary, manner, the attention of Barrington, and he 
determined to exert himſelf in order to get it into his 
poſieſhon, For this, a favourable opportunity preſented. 
itfetf one night at Covent-garden play-houſe; and this ex- 
perienced pick-pocket did not neglect to avail himſelf of 


it. | He contrived. to be near the prince, and found means 


to convey the treaſure from his excellency's waiſtcoat- 
pocket, in which, according to the Ruſſian cuſtom, it 
Was, uſually carried, into his own _ 

This operation was not, however, performed i in ſuch a 
manner as to eſcape inſtant detection. For, the prince 
ſelt the attack, and, having reaſon to entertain ſome ſuſ- 
picion of Barrington, he immediately ſeized: him by che 


collar, Such an action, in a public theatre, naturally 
occaſioned ſome buſtle as well as ſurpriſe; and, during 


the ,corfufion that enſued, he ſlipped the box into the no- 


bleman's hand, who. was, doubtleſs, glad to have rege- 
vered it with ſo much facility. The thief was, however, 
ſecured, and committed to Tothill fields bridewell, for 


examination on the Wedneſday following at Bow-ftreet. - 


At the time appointed he was brought before Sir John 
Fielding, and examined, not only on the offence for which 


he Was tak en into cuſtody, but alſo relative to his fam] 


bis profeſſſon, and his connexions. On this occaſion be 


_ repreſented himſclf as a native of Ireland, where his fami- 


ly, he faid, were afluent and reſpectable; that he was 
educated in the medical line; and that he came to London, 


to improve himſelf in the knowledge of it: all theſe eir- 


cumſtances he repreſented with becoming modeſty, and 


With many tears, neither abſolutely denying: the erime 
with which he was charged at the play-hauſe, nor for- 


mally avowing his guilt. S0 that, after all, the prince ; 


_ declining to proceed againſt him, and no proſecuter op- 


pearing, he was diſmiſſed, after ene a Prapies ani 
mand from the magiſtrate, 


An accident of ſuch a nature as this was could not re- 
Ds. long a Tony in ſuch a 1 8 as London. An ac- 


count | 
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ſo publicly charged. 
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- wount of it was ſoon circulated, and Barrington, now held 
up to view in the moſt diſgraceful light of an impoſtor, 


(even from his own account of himſelf at Bow-fſtreet, 


where he paſſed for a ſurgeon,) was forſaken by the greateſt 


part of thoſe who, until then, countenanced him, and de 


_ lighted in his company. 


There were, however, ſome few who ſtill reſpected his 


- talents, and who, while they contemplated in him the 


ſprightly wit and the agreeable companeon, were contented 
to forget the pick-pocket, or, at leaſt, were inclined to 

believe him innocent of the offences with which he was 
| But even of theſe the loſt, in a 
little time, the counferiance and ſupport, in conſequence 
of an act of indiſcretion, not immediately connected with 


the habits of depredation, in which he was by this time 


- 


irrevocably. confirmed by a long courſe of fucceſsful prac- 


In his purſuits as a pick-pocket, he, as has been al- 
ready mentioned, viſited all the genteel places of reſort, 
Aud, among the reft, he occaſionally attended at both 

1% 7, Houſes of Parliament, where he is ſaid to have acquired 
++ © confiderable ſums. Some weeks after his ignominious 
affair at Covent-garden, he went down to the Houſe of 
. Peers, where an appeal of an intereſting nature was, on 
-  _ that day, to be heard and determined. As public curioſity 


was 's good deal excited by this cauſe, a great number of 
people attended to hear the event of the deciſion of it. 
Among theſe there was one Mr. G —, who knew -our 


- . adventurer; 


This gentleman immediately informed Mr. Quarme, the 
-deputygentleman-uther of the black- rod, that the perſon, 


_ who had been ſo lately before detected in the act of pick- 
ing the pocket of Prince Orlow, was then in the lobby of 


the Houſe, probably for the purpoſe of renewing his de- 
-predations. On this information being communicated to 


the deputy black rad, Barrington was ſought after, and 
turned out by the officers, who informed him of the cauſe 
of their conduct towards him, and of the name of their 
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. „ . 
This difagreeable incident filled him with nexpreflible. . - 
rage and indignation, particularly againſt Mr. G-; and 
he, with great indifcretion, vowed in public co revenge it. 
intelligence of the reſolution, and of the menaces which 
dictated it, being conveyed to Mr, G —, he made ap- 
plication. to a magiſtrare, who granted a warrant to take 
the pick- pocket into cuſtody, and 40 bind him over to 
keep the peace. In conſequence of this warrant he was 
taken up, and, for want of proper ſufeties, he was com- 
müted to his former apartments in Tothil]-fields. Brides | 
well, where he remained for a conſiderable time confined, 
feom his inability to procure the bail that was required. 
During his impriſontnent the whole of his ſtory was in- 
duſtriouſſy circulated, probably not without ſome aggra- 
vation; ſo that, on his procuring his enlargement, his 
character was completely blaſted. he entry to all de- 
cent company was abſolutely ſhut againſt him; and'he 
was ſet down as a profeſſed impoſtor and a common pick⸗ 
C«n!ý nt oe TD nnd. 
From this time forward, he was obliged to defcend ts 
all the mean practices and arts of a common and profeſſed 
„„ he OTE 8 3 e, i 
But, even in the humble line of infamous depredation, _ 
in which he was thus reduced to move, he was, in leſs 
than three months, diſcovered x and having been detected 
in the fact of ftealing a filyer watch, of inconſiderable va- 
"= lue, from a woman of low condition, at Drury-lane play= | 
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, 
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: houſe, he was indicted ; and, having been tried at the 

r Ola be be g 15 . 

f d-bailey, he was there convicted, and ſentenced to hard 

labour, on the river Thames, for the term of three years. 

, In conſequence of this ſentence, he was, early in the 

ig year 1777, removed from Newgate to Woelwich, where 

f he was put on-board one of the hulks. , : 

. In this receptacle of wretchedneſs and vice, he found . 


bimſelf expoſed to ſuch complicated miſery as he bad 
4 never before known; and to ſuch. fatal diſeaſes as he had 
never before felt. He was fatigued with hard labour, and- 


| 
0 21 a gu | 's 
id harrafſed with all the evils of indigence, confinement, and 
| obloquy; yet he hore up abainſt all the Weight of woe, 
is under which he laboured, with a degree of patience, re- 
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appeared to him on his firſt confinement ; a circumſtance 
which is ſaid to have, made him engage in a variety of 
ct an eſcape, N ee eee 


11 8 


to be no other proſpect before him but that of a lingering 


and a miſerable death. ah fn 


hulks, and to enquire into the Rate of the convicts This 


| gentleman, who was of the moſt benevolent character, and 

poſſeſſed of the molt feeling heart,” was led by chrioſity to 
converie with, Barrington ; and his emaciated and ſqualid 
appearayce ſo moved him with compaſſion, that he ap- 
plied for a remiſſion of the remaining part of his ſentence; 


which was granted, on condition of his immediately den- 


ving England on his enlargement, and never more retutn- 


ing to it. And, in order to enable him to fulfil his pro- 


miſe, a ſum of money was given to him to defray the ex- 
pence of his Journey to Ireland, his native country. | 


On his obtaining his freedom, he returned to London; 


where, however, he had. the prudent precautioh of ſtaying 


no longer than he conceived to be abſolutely neceſſary to 
procure ſuch a ſufficiency of money or yaluables as might 


enable him to appear at Dublin in the character of a gen- 


tfe man. By an extraordinary piece of good fortune, he 
was enabled, by a booty of near a hundred pounds, in 


caſh,- bank-notes, and watches, which he got in the 


courſe of the week after his arrival from Woolwich, to 
ſooner completed, than he took 
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af _ = . expreſsl declares to have been appointed for the expreſs 


1 ſolemaly declare that [ am not guilty of the charge now 
brought againſt me; nor does the evidence produced apply 


blase jo the Cheſter flage-coachy and, in 1efs than fi 
days afterward, arrived tafely in the Iriſh capital; from 
which he had deen now ſo.many years abient that he con- 


* 


- hdered himſelf as totally forgotten in it. 
SE But his hopes of living long in Dublin, entirely unknown 


and unſuſpected, ſoon turned out to be one of thoſe ima- 
ginary proſpects, with which he was frequently accuſtomed 
do amuſe himſelf. He happened to fall in with ſeveral 
berſops who fecollected his per ſon in London, and who 
were well acquaint with his ſtory; and he was, by this 


= _- time, ia every point of view, ſo ſtriking or ſo notarious a 


character, thet to be known and to be ſuſpected was one 
ͤà7 ß 888 

Continuing his vicious practices, in his own country, with 

2 degiee ot induſtry and audacity not inferior to what he had 

_ exerciſed on this Clo the walkeby was, in the courſe of 4 

little time, taken into cuſtody, by the officers of the Triſh 

police, for picking the pocket of a nobleman of a gold watch, 

__ * - together with {ſome money, at one of the play=houſes, and 

be was committed to the New Goal, to take his trial for 


* 
LY 
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that offence, 


Fe proſecution not being managed on this occaſion with 
much vigour, or, perhaps, the evidence not being ſuffici- 
ently clear to eſtabliſh W tk of the priſoner, he was ac: 
guitted, and dilcharged, after having been ſeriouſly ad mo- 
miſhed by the judge before whom he was tries. 


II the courſe of this trial, he addfeſſed the court and jury 


in a very ammated manner; adverting, with great art, to 


„ Wwhat he called the unaccountable force of the prejudices 


\- | _ + that were ſo unjuſtly entertained againſt him in the ſiſter- 
15 _ Country, even after he had been diſcharged, as oh e 
 \(paratter, from a place which the legiſlature formally and 


4 


+ _Purpote, of operating the reformation of young offenders, 
and rendering, them uſeful and reſpectable members of the 
commonwealth, | ** Gentlemen, (added he, in concluſion, 


$5, 80 . to me. 9 1 Hus, ſupported by conſcious innocence, . I Wait 


oo for your yerdict, without any painful apprehenſion, 6 
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"knowing t that, to men 90 your liberality of ſentiment, 12 am 
not an object of thoſe prejuvices that operated ſo fatally a- 


.gainſt me in another place; and that your decree will be 


the reſult of feeling hearts di; ected by enlightened under- 


ſtandings,” 


But, though cute on his occaſion in Dublin, he 


quickly determined to leave Ireland, ot which the capital 
ſeemed to him to be a theatie of action too circumſeribed for 
him to move in. He accordingly removed to the northern 


parts of that kingdom, through which he took his way to 


Edinburgh, where he concluded that he might, for ſome 
time at eaſt, commit his depredations with greater ſafety 
and facility than he could do either in London or Dublin. 


But in his opinion on this head he ſoon learned, by ex- 


pexrience, that he was groſsly deceived; for he was quick- 


ly obſcrved in the capital of Scotland, wnere the police. is 


more exact and more fevere than in met] other parts of the 
| Britiſh dominions, Being. obſcrved, he was ſuſpected; 
but, having received ſonte intimation of the ſuſpicions 
that were entertained of him, he thought it prudent to de- 
part from Edinburgh, where bis Sleanings were N 
liyely ſmall, 


"Th he ſmallneſs, however, of his acquiſitions i in Scotland 
was amply compenſated for by the extraordinary ſucceſs of 


his Cepredations at ,Chefter Fair, which he viſited on his 
\Teturn to England through Carliſle; for, it is ſaid, that, in 
the courſe of his expedition to that linen fair, be conttived 
to get into his poſſeſhon to the amount of ſix hundred pounds 
in caſh and bank-notes, with which he got clear off, re- 
turning once more to London, to which he ſeems. to have 
been attracted by a kind of unaccountable fatality. 


On his CET. here, he lived in a genteel but retired man- 


ner, in the neighbourhood of Soho ſquare. It was about 
this time, that, leaning againſt a polt, and viewing the fre, 


in Greek- ſtreet, a ſtack of chimeys fell and fractured his 


ſkull—of which accident, however, he got completely cured, 


being teſetved, we fear (as the proverb goes) unleſs he at 


Taft feels the neceſſity of reformation, ' for a more ſhameful 


end. He continued” to obſerve a quiet and decent way of 


lite while the 1 of Cheller Fair afforded him the means. 


} 
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A But the produce of theſe ſpoils being neatly exhauſted in the 
> courſe of ſome months, he returned to his old courſes, not- 
wirhffanding the additional danger Which attended his 
public appearance to reſume them, from the terms in which 
he was liberated from his confinement on-bourd, the hulks; 
Which were, on condition of bis leaving this kingdom, 


- and never more returning to it. 


_.,.the Theatres, the Opera-houſe and the Pantheon, | for ſome 
| „Uittle time, with tolerable tucceſs : but he became now too 


Jaueſely watched and yell-nigh detedtey, at the latter of theſe 
+ places; at leaſt, ſuch ſtrong ſuſpicions were entertained by 

1 SIR... magiſtrates of tis conduct on the occaſion that he was 
taken into cuſtody, and committed to Newgate, * 


* 


be evidence againſt him, however, was far from being 


. o 


[Clear enough to convict him of the offence with which he 
woas then charged; ſo that, of courſe, he got rid of the con- 
ſegquences without much difficulty or riſque, He was, 
however, detained at the inſtance of Mr. Duncan Campbell, 
the ſyp=rintendant of the cohvicts, for baving returned to 


jeſty was pleaſed to grant him a remiſſion of the puniſhment, 
Which be was. ſentenced to undergo on-board the hulks at 
Woolwich; and the conſequence, of the detainer was, 
= that he was ordered to ſerve out in Newgate the unexpired 
; patt of the time that he was originally. to have ſerved on 
the riyer Thames, When the period of his captivity in 
this priſon expired, he was, as a matter of courſe, ſet at 
- Hberty; and he no ſooner obtained his liberty, than he re- 
turned to his former practices. He, however, was now 
more cautious; ,. and, being congected with ſome very 
A Adroit accomplices, he was not ſo eaſily detected as he uſed 


: * " 


1 He was, nevertheleſs, ſtrongly ſuſpected. Hence it 


\  [eame io paßt, that he Jived.in a tate of perpetual alar G, 
was expoſed to frequent interruptions, and was ſeveral times 


* 


. (taken into cuſtody, but as repeatedly diſcharged for want of 


A 2 mY brin | with >. 1 K 4 N "I 
boots to bring the guilt home to him. 
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_ However, unterrified by. the danger, he again frequented | 


"notorious to belong ſecure; and, being recoghized, be was 


England, in violation of the condition on which his Vas 


© E 2+ 1. &- O90 F 99 Ü . % ES Oo 0g 


1 0 8 

E In this manner he lived a conſiderable time, th Ne os 
of the moſt profligate and abandoned characters of this vall 
\ and corrupt town, when he was ſeen to pick the packet of 
; Mr. le Meſurier, at Drury-lane play-houſe; and for that 


offence be was immediately apprehended. 


, Charge of him was given to one Mandy, a conſtable, - 
4 W who, either through negligence or corruption, ſuffered bim 
e to make, his eſcape, The proceedings againſt him Were, 
0 however, carried on to an outlawry, and various methods 


„were ineffectually taken, for near two years, to have him 
WH pprebended, © r 


ne the lawyers were outlawing bim, and the con- 
8 ſtables endeavouring to take him, he was travelling in 


various diſguiſes, and in various characters, through the 
8 northern counties of this kingdom. He viſited the great 
e WM towns, in thoſe parts, as a Quack Doctor, or as a Clergy- 
man; ſometimes. he went wita an EO table, and ſometimes 
s, be pretended to be a rider to a manufacturing houſe at 
1, Birmingham or Mancheſter; and travelling on horſe-baek, 
{> Vith a decent appearance and a grave deportment, the ac- 
i» {MW count which he thought proper to give of him was credited, 
t, without any difficulty, by thoſe who thought proper to 
zt PC Se ets 8 
0, It, however, ſometimes happened that he was known by 
ed gentlemen whom he met, particularly once in Lincolnſhire, 
mn but no one offered to moleſt or interrupt him, until he ar- 
in rived at Ne weaſtle upon Tyne, where, on being recognized, 
at he was ſuſpected of picking pockets, and, on enquiry, he 
c. Was found to be outlawed'; on which he was removed, by a 
writ of Habzas Corpus, to Londoh, and impriſoned in News 
ry Late, where he arrived poor, emaciated, and dejected. 
64 The companions of his life, as a diſtinguiſhed character 
; inhis ine, however, on learning his circumſtances, made 
a ſubſcription for him, by Which they collected near an 
hundred guineas for his uſe; and, by this ſeaſonable ſupply, 
he was enabled to employ council, and'to take meaſures 
to b , no oo Er ne 
This being done, he was tried for the origins! offence, 
that of ſtealing Mr, Le Meſurier's purſe ; but, through the 
abſence of the Rev. Mr. Adeane, a material witneſs for the _ 
proſecution, he was acquitted and diſcharged, On 
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' On his getting his liberty | he went into end in 
compan with a young man of the name of Hubert. well 


known in town for his fraud on his Royal Highneſs the 
Duke of York. With this accomplice he endeavoured to 


carry on his depredations in Dublin, where it was never 


his fortune to remain for any length of time undetected. 


For, on this occaſion, Hubert was taken in the fact of 


picking a gentleman's pocket, and handing the property 


o Barriogton, who, with great difficulty, made his efcape 
to England, where he rambled about for ſome time, pie- 
vious to his arrival in the capital; and he had not been 


long in London, or the neighbourhood of it, when he was 


= taken into cuſtody for pitking the 1 of Mr, Henry 


Hare Townſend. _ 
As for Hubert, he was tried. ad; cobvited at Dublin. 
and ſentenced to be tranſported for ſeven years; but ha- 


. ving,. fince then, contrived to make his eſcape from the 
prſſon in which he was confined, he | is my to be ys lurk- 
ns at . e | 


N U wesdelle) morning, . i 55 1790, N 
90 rington was arraigned for ſtealing, on the iſt of 
September, à gold watch, chain, and ſeals, and a metal 
key, the property of Henry Hare Townſend, Eſq» + © 
When he. was aſked, as uſual, by the clerk "Pl the ar- 
raigns, whether, he was gullty or not guilty ot the felony 
with which he ſtood charged, he addreſſed Mr. orper 
. only Judge on by: Pee) as follows: : 


e My "ee „„ 5 

40 It is — 5 great concern had I intercupt the buf 93 of 
as court for a ſingle moment, but I ami under the neceſſit) 
of Rating to your lordſhip, that when I was taken into 1 
- $99. 0 on 8 of this e 88 Article Woe, my 


* 


r 1 Lag ; 5 perſon 
» * Ht N OS s& Yb . " * 4388 v.27 : C6: 12 + 
& » 8 © K * * * 


r e 


PT ! 
: perſon v was taken from me; and ES. the gentleman, -"*M 
who is my accufer, did not attempt to ſay any money was 
loſt, my money was alſo taken from me; and, although 1 
have made application that this money may be reſtored, it 
is, however, ſtill detained ; by which detention; my Lord, 
; T have been hindered from taking thoſe proper meaſures 
: for my defence, and from obtaining that legal aſſiſtance, 
£ which my unfortunate fituation peculiarly requires.” | 
: Mr. Recorder, Mr. Barcing'on, it is impoſſible for me 
to decide, previous to your trial, what is your property; 
but, when your prefecutor appears, every thing which has 
been taken from you, and which is not neceſſary to be 
identified on your trial, ſhall be reſtored to you. 

George Law, the conſtable; produced the articles above 
mentioned, as alſo a filk purſe, with twenty guineas, which 
ore taken from Mr. Babriugtens, at che time he was taken 
into cuſtody. 605. 

Mr. Recorder. Mr. Barrington, I ſhall order your money 
to be returned to you. 

On Friday Barrington was Put to n e bar, ana the indift» 0 
ment was read as before. „, ae MORE 


FT. it 


Henry Hare Camas Eh. * | 

On the iſt of Aae . I was at Enfield Marſh, on ac © * 
count of the races; 1 believe it was near two o clock, that 
is the time that is fixed for the horſes to ſtart} I was on 
foot; I went on the ground in a phaëton; I got out of the 
Phaeton, and was walking about; I did not miſs my watch 
till I was ſpoke to by 4 Vir" Blades J miſſed it from my 
waiſteoat pocket; I had a new pair of leather breeches on, ak 
and was afraid the ſeals would dirt them; it was a gold | 
watch and chain, and metal key; I felt my watch in my 
pocket after I came on the ground; I think it mult have 
been, a quarter of an hour or twenty minutes before * 
miſſed it. I recovered. my watch again, but I do not _ 
collect who produced it to me; the watch was given to 
Lady Lake, and ſhe took it home with her; and, when we 
took Mr. Barrington be fore the juſtice, I ſent forthe watch, 
and the warn. Was given to me by A ſervant. „ 
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e 3 2s nag occur peg 79 5 1 bi they Neil 
meet Ny 0 fome — of elit, notwithfl nding'the un- 


which habd his hand; was by the ſide of him at the time [ 


* . 8 
Et, ; O PE 


go wolln * | 

1. am n eaachman ta Mr. Towuſend, 1 . * of the 
matter till I helped to take the prifoner to the booth; I had 
one hand on his collar and the other hold of his right hand 
. which was open. He could have notbing at all in his right 
hand. I was leſt in care of him. I put him at the back of 
| the booth, and there was a carpet nailed at the back of that. 
1 ſaw the watch drop between Barrington and the carpet, 
it apparently fell on the jeft fide of him behind him, [ b it 
* it thts Won bafaref it reached the e e 


Mary. Deny. os ; 
i was in hs next booth to chat in which hs 8 Was 
t in, I was but a very little way off him, there was no- 
hody between him and me, nothing but the partition; I was 
2 the partition, the priſoner was ſideways to me when he 
ae 4 watch on his ſide; he dropped the watch from 
i PR Trold him of it at the time; I cannot tecolled 


ſaw it drop from os and eee it to bim d the 


SEW IO $ Defmee. 5 85 | 
May. it WET your Lordſhip, and you Genie of 
52 ury, to favour me wich your attention for a little time. 
1 of ry, n who has the Nee to 


ky «#4 


de Race- 
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on 


aid, © Your name is Barrington, and you have taken my 


ae 2 GR I" - BAC 


ere ſeparate from each other with only a railing elbow 
igh ; and it is a great misfortune to me, Gentlemen of the 


zoflible that ſome circumſtances which have come from the 
itneſſes could have been true, I was cloſe to the railing 
that ſeparated the two booths, and ſome perſon ſaid. ** Here 


:dmonton,, where the examination took place; and I am 
ery ſorry to be under the neceſſity of obſerving, that a very 
ritneſs, . the coachman, poſitively declared that he did not 


rom my pocket, that he did not ſee it drop from my 
erſon, but that he ſaw it' on the ground, and he might 


f aſking him one queſtion, Whether he had ſeen this watch 
my hand, whether he had ſeen it fall from me? He de- 


ake upon himſelf to ſwear, from the ſituation he ſtood in at 
he adjoining booth, that this watch might not have drop- 


re any ſuch thing. Gentlemen, with reſpe& to the evi- 
- ece of Kendrick, he made the ſame declaration then. 
; r. Townſend. has brought me here, under the charge of 
eving committed felony; he has told you, Gentlemen of 

e e Jury, that he loft his watch out of his pocket, and that 
1 {Wo=ket was a wailtcoat pocket; that he was in a very extra- 
_ Whivinary ſituation; that he was on the race-ground, where 
_ Writainly the greateſt decorum is not always obſerved; and 

- WH vaalloina ſituation which expoſed him more to the preſſure 
18 complained of, than any other perſon; for, inſtead of his 
4 


8 3 g 
„ A 


atch!”*_I told him he was right as to my name, but he ac- 
uſed me unjuſtly ; however, I would go any where with ' 
im ; I was removed from thence to a ſtand, from whence . 
he races were viewed; it conſiſted of to booths, and they 


Jury, that you were not able to obſerve the fituation'of thoſe 
zooths ; for, if you had, you would have found it nearly im- 


s a watch !” This watch Mr, Townſend claimed, and 
aid it was bis, I was removed from thence to the Angel at 


aterial difference has taken place in the - depoſitions deli- - 
ered that day before the magiſtrate in various reſpects. 4 
ee this watch in my band, that he did not ſee me take it 
ave gone ſo far as to ſay he ſaw it fall; I took the liberty 


lared he did not. I then aſked him, whether he could 


ed from ſome other perſon; he declared he could not ob- 


ore being in poſſeſſion of 52 jockey or groom, he attended 
ee hf 2 
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| _— "by NEED IN yy 1 we * are to ns: nein of 
[414 We: the Jury, "that it is a cuſtom, where people bet money ay 
| no races, to wiſh to ſee the horſe immediately after the heat-it 


WET over, ſo that the preſſure which Mr. Townſend: had, or 
WY”. - .wbathe thoug ght ho had from me, could not appear very ex. 
traordinary; . am under the neceſſity of ſaying, his 
8 . fancy Has rathef been improved on the occaſion. With ref. 
A pect, "Gentlemen, to the laſt witneſs that has appeared, 
wuoill not ſay any thing on the occaſion; that will reſt en. 
tirely upon you. It was a eiue however, of 1 
| moſt extraordinary nature, that this perſon ſhould never 
come forward till the preſent moment; and, whether the 
05 e bag and ſtrange accounts ſhe has given of herſel 
4, areſuch as to entitle her to any credit, particularly in a { 


WS © tuation where the life and liberty of another perſon is 4 
tltake, is not for me to obſerve upon. Gentlemen of th 
1 Jury, it may, perhaps, be expected by many perſons, i 


1 K this place, tha ſhould ſay a great deal about prepoſſeſſio 
1 . 15 and newſpaper reports; and, if I had the ability to do 
perhaps I ſhould not be blamed for, he who has been t 
ww. >. uthappy object of much defamation” bern Feng a right 


3. __ deprecate its baneful effects: whiete much pains ars beg 
ttaken i gefame, ſome pains may be ſurely allowed to aba 
tttzsat defamation. Gentlemen, that it has been the ha 


It of ſome unhappy perſons to have been convicted 
n crimes they really did not AO leſs through eviden 
5 than ill natured repört, doubtleſs, certain; an 
..- -, doubtleſs there are many 'reſpeAable perſons,” now in 'Cou 
7 5 convinced of the truth of that ler vation. Sul 
times, it is to be hoped, are paſſed; „ I dread not ſuch 
, conviction-in my own perſon; I am welt convinced oft 
noble nature of a Britiſh Court ot Juſtice; the dignif 
and benign prineiples of its Jauer and e 
candid ſpirit of its Jurors.” | A ot 
Gentlemen, life is the gift of G00 Hah Itherty 
- greateſt bleſſing : the power of difpoſi ing of both, or eithi 
is the greateſt man can enjoy. It it alfo adventitious th 
wier n that power is, it cannot be better placed than 
| | E die hands of an Engliſh Jury 3 for, they will not exerciſ 
3  Uke 1 * ee in W es * Wee 
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| ben men; who deli ght'to ſpare Maher than to Jeflioyy: a 
who, not forgetting they are men themſelves, lean, when 
they can, to the fide of compoſſion, It may be thought, 


and, if IJ had the power to do it, I would not fail to employ. 
"N42 the paſſions apimate the heart; and to the. paſſions we 

owe our deareft and fineſt feelings; and when it is conſider- 
ed, the mighty power you now poſſeſs, whatever Jeads to a 
cautious and tender diſeharge of it muſt be thobght of great 
conſequence: as long as the paſſions conduct us on the ſide 
of benevolence, they are our beſt, our ſafeſt, and our moſt 
friendly, guides. Gentlemen of the Jury, Mr. Townſend' 
. has depoſed that he loſt his watch, but how, I truſt, is by no 

clear; I truſt, Gentlemen, you will conſider the great 


* poſteſſion for ſo long a time, time ſufficient to have conceal- 
ed it in a variety of places, to have conveyed it to town, it 
_ ſhould ſtill be in my poſſeſſion. Nou have heard from Mr. 


taken into cuſtody : there is ſomething, Gentlemen, im- 
poſſible in the circumſtance; and,.-on the other hand, it 
has ſometimes happened, that remorſe, 2 yenerous remorſe, 

has ſtruck the minds of perſons in ſuch'a manner as to have 
induced them to ſurrender themſelves into the hands of Juſ- 


not, thereſore,. J ſuppoſe, improbable, that, if Mr. Town- 
fend loft his watch: by an act of ſelony, the perſon who had 


happy many, 


loft his watch, whether by an act of felony, or whether b 
accident; it might have fallen into the hands of ſome other 
perſon, and that perſon, feeling for my unhappy fituation, 
might have been induced to reſtore it. I humbly hope, 
that the circumſtances of the caſe ate ſuch as may induce a 
ſcrupulous Jury to make a favourable deciſion ; and | am 
very well convinced that you will not be led by any other 


* 


. 


Gentlemen of the Jury, that I am applying to your paſſions; 


the al moſt impoſſibility, that having had the watch in my 


Townſend, that there was an interval of at leaſt half an 
bobr between the time of Joſing the watch and my being - 


tice, rather than an innocent perſon ſhould ſuffer. It is 


the watch in His poſſeſſion, feeling for the ſituation of an un- 


„ . night be induced to place that watch on the 
ground. But it is by no means certain how Mr Townſend... 


circumſtances than thoſe of the preſent cafe; either from __ 
RE of mantel WE or by the fear of my fall-- 
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>: 1 ones. 1 am now juſt 888 years of 
= 5 age, (hall be ſo next month); $: 95 is nearly half the life of 
man; it is not worth while being impatient to provide for 
ide other half, fo fat as to do any thing unworthy. Gen- 
| Hlemen,. in the courſe of my life I have ſuffered much diſtreſs, 
I avs felt ſomething of tbeviciffitudes of fortune, and now, 
_ fromobſeryation, I am convinced, upon the whole, there is 
= no joy but. what arriſes from the practice of virtue, and con- 
Rn — fills in the og of a tranquil mind and à benevolent 
1 Ny heart; | ſources of conſolation which the moſt proſperous 
b  * circumſtances do not always furniſh, and which may be 
| 2 under the moſt indigent. It will be my ſtudy, Gentle- 
men, to poſſeſs them; nor will the heavieſt eos of po- 
verty, N or diſgrace, cauſe me to part with, reſolutions 
- founde deepeſt refleQion, and which will end but with 
— | 8 1s will periſh, on the pavement before I will deviate 
i * 1 For mes own part, whatever your verdict may 
=: 3 ire I ſhall be enabled to meet it with a firmneſs of | 
EVE mind: he, indeed, has little to fear from death, whoſe 
fame is tarniſhed, and who has endured the ceaſclels abuſe of 
belag minds; when Heaven accepts contrition, it re- 
ceives into de when it pardons; but man, more cruel 
1 — bis Maker, purſues his offending brother with unre- 
ting feverity, and marks a ve Tr from rectitude with 
8 infamy,. and with unceafing ſuſpicion and re- 
._- proach, which ſeem tofexclude 8 the pale of virtue, 
. Dantbemen of the Juty, the thought of death may appal the 
NS, Ran proſperous, but, on the other hand, the unfortu= d 
| -. Nate.Ganpot have much to fear from it; yet the tenderneſs v 
tf nature cannot be quite ſubdued by the utmoſt degree of MW 1 
human. reſolution, and I cannot be inſenftble to the woes I Þ 
+ which muſt be felt by an affectionate companion and an in- 
ant offspring; and e is beſides a principle in humaa IEC 
Nature, ſtronger even than the fear of death, and which can Wc 
_ hardly fail to operate ſome time or other ia life ; I mean, 
he delve of good fame. Under that laudable influence, 
Gentlemen, if I am-acquitted, I will quickly retire into 
| "F ome diltant land, where my name and misfortunes will be e 
1 9 Be "3 * alike: unknown; where harmleſs manners ſhall ſhield me Mg 
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Gentlemen of the Jury, that 1 feel a cheering hope, Sen at 
this awful moment, that the reſt of my life will be fo con- 
ducted as to make me as much an object of eſteem aud aps 
plauſe as q am now the unnepyr 8 of cenſure a 1 
picion.“ GUI. 

After the verdict was pronounced, the Lord Chie & Baron | 
thus addreſſed the priſoner: 

„Mr. Barrington, hitherto 1 have conducted myſelf to- 
wards you as if I had never ſeen you before; but now, 
when . nothing which I can ſay can prejudice the Jury, 1 
muſt ſay that you have been treated with much more favour 
than you deſerve. This ought to have been a capital in- 
dictment, and. it ought to have reached your life; and 
public juſtice. very much calls for ſuch a ſacrifice ; for, if 
there was a man in the world that abuſed and proftituted 
great talents to the moſt unworthy and'ſhamefu} purpoſes, 
you are that man; and you have done it againſt all warn-⸗ 
ning, againſt the example of your own caſe, and of athou- 
other cafes that have occurred; and Iam afraid, that now, 
as the puniſhment does not reach your life, I cannot enter- | 
tain the leaſt hope that you will in any manner reform; but + - 8 
that the end of it will be, that you muſt, be a ſhameful | - 1 48 
ſpectacle at your latter end“, *aay) yn” Aa , 

Mr. Barrington bowed and retired.. 7 2 

On Wedneſday the 22d of September, 1790, Wi Ries 
my prone the ſentence of the Court upon him, Which 

„That he be tranſported for the term of fern yea 885 
lch parts beyond the ſeas as his 2 in Council mould 
be pleaſed to direct. 
| Aﬀter his ſentence was aſſed,” Baifagion addreſſed the 
Court ina ſort of 8 RO 8 conceived i in CO Pn 
e terms: e e | 


$6 4Þ Fat, a great A0 to Hy in entintation of ths crime - 
for which I now ſtand convicted at this bar; but, upon con- hi WW” 


ſideration, I will not arreſt the attention of the honouras _ F ; 
ble Court too long. Among the extraordinary viciflitudes 
einn 1 human nature, it is 9 the IR. and daten te 
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= 1 After hazing foken. inthis'maguer, with more elegand 
„ 4 era ds, 4 . :rgth,.. he bowed Felpactfully1 to th 
and; the e auditory, and withdrew fron 
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